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 Abstract 

Traditional and Digital Libraries are considered as public Information 
Services. Traditional Libraries are the basis for digital libraries, and the Two 
Complement Each other the development of digital libraries is an 
Extension of modern technology within the Context of Traditional 
Libraries. 
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 Introduction   

 Traditional Libraries 

Traditional Libraries  are Physical institutions that are store and Preserve 
books ,  Journals  and  other  Materials  and  offer  Services  to  help  Users  
find information and Library follows Classification ,Cataloguing and 
indexing of print resources. Libraries   preserve and Make available rare 
books, manuscripts, archives and special Collections that offer insights to 
the past, contribute to cultural…Traditional   Libraries gives emphasis on 
storage and other things such as preservation of physical items, particularly 
books and periodicals those in which Librarian were a custodian of the 
Library. 

Characteristics of Traditional Libraries  

Traditional   Libraries   gives emphasis on storage and preservation of 

physical Items Particularly books and periodicals those in which librarian 

were a custodian of the library. Information   is physically assembled in one 

place; Users must travel to the library to Lear what is there and make use of 

it. 



   

                     ©2025 Copyright Author(s). This chapter is published under the CC-BY license at 
http://books.vyomhansjournals.com  by Vyom Hans Publications. Event organized by Library & 
Information Center, Karnatak Arts, Science & Commerce College, Bidar on Date 20/01/2025.  
ISBN-978-81-970890-5-3,  DOI: https://doi.org/10.34256/kasc.47.24.25                       

                                                                                                             167 | 

Functions of a Traditional Library. 

A Traditional Library is an institution that dates back to the mid –
Nineteenth century, providing physical reading materials to the public and  
offering services such as classification, cataloguing, and indexing of print 
resources. 

Advantages of Traditional Libraries 

Promoting Literacy, fostering intellectual curiosity, and providing a sense of 

community for patrons seeking to expand their knowledge and explore the 

world.  

Digital Libraries  

Objectives of Digital Libraries 

Provides facilities and services to support research, teaching, learning, and 
scholarly communication across disciplines. It helps to collect, organize and 
collate prints and digital information and disseminate at the point of care 
and for future use. A Digital Library is a virtual collection of digitalized 
materials that are accessible online, allowing users to search and view them 
without visiting a physical Library. 
Digital Libraries are organized by selecting, interpreting, preserving and 
distributing digital works Digital Libraries have Atlases, audio video 
materials manuscripts photos, rare books,   books, magazines audio 
recordings   and   video recordings. Software, Meta data, search function, 
preservation tools and system these are essential in digital libraries.  

Digital Libraries characteristics 

Preservation  

Digital content, such as e-books, audio books, and videos, can be preserved 

indefinitely and updated or added to. Information retrieval Digital libraries 

have technical and functional capabilities to help users search for, use and 

create information. 

Space 

Digital Libraries don’t require physical space, so they can be accessed from 
anywhere at any time. 
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Organization 

Digital libraries organize and store content, and provide to search and 
retrieve it. 

Interoperability 

Open architecture and well-defined standards and protocols can help 
different digital libraries work together. 

Difference between Traditional and Digital Libraries  

A Traditional Library is a physical building that contains physical Materials, 
while digital library is a collection of information that can be accessed 
electronically.  

Physical Materials  

Traditional libraries Contain physical materials like books, journals, news 
papers, magazines, maps and atlases. 

Electronic Data 

Digital Libraries contain Electronic data like text, images, and audio. And 
videos. 

Access 

Traditional Libraries require users to visit the library in person to uses the 
resources. Digital Libraries allows Users to access the information remotely. 

Storage 

Digital Libraries can store more information than traditional libraries 
because digital information takes up less physical space. 

Maintance 

Digital Libraries can be cheaper to maintain than traditional Libraries. Some 
other differences between traditional and digital libraries.  
Ease to use: Digital Libraries are generally easy in use Conversation; Digital   
Libraries can   help   conserve and preserve Materials. 
Collaboration: - Digital Libraries can Facilitate Collaboration and Exchange 
programs between institutions        
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Conclusion  

Digital Libraries can Provide many benefits to the knowledge, Environment 

includes, technology and easy to adopt Digital Library system in various 

fields. 


